
 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School 

DHMS PTSA General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 15th, 2019 6:30pm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I. Welcome & Introductions 
• Debbie welcomed all parents and students in attendance, and introduced DHMS English teachers 

Amy Juengst and Beth Sanderson to present a summary of the new Standards Based Grading 
system. 

II. Standards Based Grading 
• Amy and Beth presented an overview of why APS is switching to standards based grading, with a 

focus on preparing future-ready graduates, as well as a summary of what standards based grading 
means for DHMS students. 

• There is a focus on authentic assessments, helping students tell the truth about their achievement, 
providing immediate feedback, and creating independent learners. 

• Amy provided the example of John Wooden using judgment-free observations in his coaching, as a 
way to compare to the new grading system. 

• Amy and Beth walked through the 3-Point SBA Rubric that is used for grading as well as student 
examples. The information is available on StudentVUE and ParentVUE. 

• Ellen shared that this is an expanding program, as more elementary schools move towards standards 
based system, and the process will evolve as more teachers across all levels move in this direction. 

• Parents asked questions regarding consistency across the county, how this will apply to specific 
subjects and assignments, and how to apply this system to kids who might learn differently. 

• With the block schedule, teachers are able to work with students on their individual rubrics, and find 
the best way for them to meet their goals. 

• Based on the scores for learning goals, student letter grades are then established (based on APS 
standards). 

• One of the primary goals of this system is to put the ownership of learning and assessments on 
students, and the system will continue to be a work in progress as schools move away from 
traditional letter grades. 

III. Approval of September 2019 Meeting Minutes (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President) 
• The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the September 2019 DHMS PTSA meeting minutes. 

IV. Principal’s Report (Ellen Smith, DHMS Principal) 
• DHMS Principal Ellen Smith reminded parents that dismissal is 11:54am for early release 

Wednesday. 
• The DHMS office would like to remind parents that when students have an appointment to send a 

note or call ahead so that the student can be ready to go when the parent arrives. 
• DHMS has had great ultimate frisbee, soccer, and tennis seasons this fall, and the next season of 

sports will begin shortly. 
• Student-led conferences are set for the afternoon of Thursday, 10/24 and Friday morning, 10/25. 

V. Treasurer’s Report (Dan Lyons, DHMS PTSA Treasurer) 
• Dan shared the highlights of the DHMS PTSA budget, including the latest updates for the current 

month.  Overall, we are in great shape for this year’s budget, and thank you to all parents who have 
donated to the Phoenix Fund so far. 

VI. Officer Reports & Discussion 
• President’s Report 

• If parents would like to receive the Phoenix newsletter directly to their email inbox, contact Debbie 
or text PHOENIX POST to 22828. 

• Phoenix Fund: Over $19K has been collected with 221 total donations to date. 
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• Debbie reminded parents to update their information in ParentVUE to be included in the directory.  
Staff will be on site during conferences to assist parents. 

• Planning for grade level coffee events is underway; stay tuned for details.  
• Planning for a viewing of the movie ‘Most Likely to Succeed;’ look for event details coming soon. 
• The DHMS Book Fair is scheduled for December 2019. 

• VP Programs 
The PTSA is looking for parent volunteers to assist with: 
• Classroom Grants Committee 
• Historical Commemoration (have one chair; looking for one more) 
• Grand Opening Celebration (planned for spring 2020) 
• Beautification Committee 
• Green/Eco Committee 

VII. Announcements 
• B Day and Early Release - Tomorrow, Oct. 16 
• Student-Led Conferences - Oct. 24 and 25 
• Phoenix Fall Feast for Teachers and Staff - Oct. 24 
• Reflections Deadline - Oct. 25 
• Verify Info on ParentVUE - Oct. 31 
• NO SCHOOL - Oct. 25, Nov. 5 and Nov. 11 
• 6th-Grade Chats - Nov. 4 (evening) and Nov. 8 (morning) 
• Phoenix Fund Parent Social - Nov. 13 at SER in Ballston (RSVP) 
• Next PTSA meeting - Nov. 19 at 6:30 pm 

VIII. New Business / Questions 
• Tryouts and informational meetings for sports teams are posted on the website and in the newsletter. 
• The DHMS PTSA was awarded two grants from the National PTA: One to host a STEM + Families 

Science Festival, sponsored by Bayer, and one to set up a SmartTalk Conversation program. 
• One parent suggested looking at scheduling the STEM event around the DHMS Science Fair, and 

discussed that we will need parent and student volunteers to support. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:59pm.
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