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Tuesday, September 10th, 2019 7:00pm - DHMS Cafeteria 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I. Welcome & Introductions (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President) 
• Debbie welcomed all of the parents and students in attendance. 

II. Principal’s Report (Ellen Smith, DHMS Principal) 
• Ellen shared how great the journey at DHMS and starting the PTSA has been, including a great back 

to school block party on Saturday with nearly 500 people in attendance and a supportive community 
and neighborhood. 

• DHMS is still under construction, but the work is separate from where the students are in session. 
• Ellen’s primary message to the students is focusing on being positive and respectful.  Safety is still a 

priority and a concern, and transportation is another challenge. The buses are functioning well, but 
the walkers are the focus.  Ellen is working with the county on the driveway signal, which will help to 
provide a safe spot to cross Lee Highway. 

• There are a lot of walkers at the Vacation Lane and Military Road intersections; the county has 
agreed to keep a crossing guard there until there is a more permanent solution.  Lorcom Lane and 
the bottom of Vacation Lane is another area of focus. 

• Ellen has asked students to walk their bikes on school property for safety reasons, and asked parents 
to reinforce this message at home. 

• The DHMS students received their lockers this week, and are continuing to learn to use them. 
• Ellen is talking with the students about the message of what it means to “Belong and Become,” and 

focusing on how learning and trying new things is encouraged. 
• Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held October 24th-25th.  Conferences will be student led where 

students and parents sit with their TA  to talk through goals for the year and areas they need to focus 
on. The schedule is being finalized; conferences may be held on Thursday as well as all day Friday. If 
parents would like to meet with a specific teacher, they should schedule a separate session outside of 
the conference window. 

III. Approval of May 2019 Meeting Minutes 
• The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the May 2019 DHMS PTSA meeting minutes. 

IV. Financial Reporting (Dan Lyons, DHMS PTSA Treasurer) 
• The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the 2018-19 DHMS PTSA Audit Report with a total of 

36 votes in favor and 0 opposed. 
• Dan shared the highlights of the DHMS PTSA Treasurer’s Report. Parents are welcome to contact 

him with any questions. 
• Dan is working on setting up DHMS as part of the Amazon Smile program.  

V. Feedback from Break-out Groups 
• Parents and students gathered in small groups to discuss the start of the school year, and then 

shared the highlights with the group. Below is a summary of the feedback: 

• Positives of the school year so far: 
• Spirit wear 
• TA class size 
• Great back to school block party event 
• Overall school energy and enthusiasm, especially noticed by families new to APS 
• Ellen’s positive attitude and calm tone she has set for the school 
• Student intro questionnaire 
• Students like: new lockers, communication from teachers, having everything in one building, 

great band room 
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• Challenges to note so far: 
• Funding and plan for Act II program 
• Jaywalking for walkers 
• Sending daily morning announcements (as Swanson MS does) 
• No microwave access for students at lunch time 
• Improving the long 6th grade lunch line 
• Reducing 8th Grade Algebra I class size (another section has been added) 
• Ensuring students are calling parents if they are not going home after school 
• Integrating families from different areas and backgrounds 
• Monitoring additional entrances and exits for students 
• Helping students know where to go and how to stay engaged in the latest school news 
• Encouraging communication from teachers to help parents stay informed 
• Helping students who get lost and do not have a cell phone 
• Students: Would like to learn more about the after school activity options and noted that their 

classes are more spread out across the building 

• Questions to consider this year: 
• Process for student sponsored clubs and activities 
• When the DHMS field can be used by students 
• Transportation: finalizing crossing guard locations and confirming street crossing signs for 

school zones 

• Ideas for this year: 
• Support neighborhood events and community outreach (libraries, churches, etc.) 
• Reach out to military and other families in transition to offer help 
• Research ideas to offer support for student pick-up 
• Social events like movie nights, potlucks, pizza parties, etc. 
• Parents are looking forward to International Night 
• Students: Interested in a school newspaper and other clubs run by students 

VI. Officer and Chair Reports 
• President’s Report 

• Debbie shared the highlights of the DHMS PTSA: 
• The DHMS Newsletter is now published weekly. 
• A new Safe Routes to School Google Group has been set up. 
• The Phoenix Fund fundraiser launches next week. 
• The DHMS Spirit Wear Shop is now open! 
• Entries for the Reflections Contest are now being accepted; the theme is “Look Within.”  
• The online directory will be launched once the ParentVUE verification process is complete. 
• Stay tuned for an upcoming parent education event: “Most Likely to Succeed” movie. 
• The DHMS Book Fair is scheduled for the first week of December. 
• Look for details on upcoming community-building events like parent coffees, board game 

nights, puzzle nights, etc. coming soon. 

• VP Communications 
• Parents may contact Debbie to receive the weekly DHMS Newsletter directly to their email inbox. 
• Lara Johnson reminded parents to follow DHMS on Facebook and Twitter, and invite others to 

join. Facebook is a private group for DHMS families and interested members of the community, 
that requires approval to join. 
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• VP Programs 
• The DHMS PTSA is looking for volunteers to fill the following roles: 

• CCPTA Representative 
• Community Building/Connection Committee Members 
• Historical Commemoration (Need one more co-chair)  
• Grand Opening Celebration for Addition Committee (2020)  
• Beautification Committee (Internal) 
• Green/Eco Committee  

• Parents may contact Debbie if interested or if they have questions about any of these roles. 

VII. Announcements 
• Board games and book donations are still welcome; stay tuned for details on a fall Book Swap event. 
• Back to School Night - Thursday, September 19th 6:30-8:30pm 
• Walk, Bike and Roll to School Day - Wednesday, October 2nd 
• DHMS Dedication - Friday, October 4th 3:00-6:00pm 
• School Picture Day - Friday, October 11th 
• Next DHMS PTSA Meeting - Tuesday, October 15th 6:30pm 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.
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