
 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School 

DHMS PTSA General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, November 19th, 2019 6:30pm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I. Welcome & Introductions (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President) 
• Debbie welcomed all parents in attendance. 

II. Program: How to Track Your Student’s Progress – ParentVUE Learning Pages and Canvas 
• Ellen introduced Patty Tuttle, DHMS 7th Grade Social Studies Teacher, to present an overview of 

ParentVUE and supporting students with homework. 
• Ellen shared that the DHMS staff have developed four initiatives to focus on:  

1. Organization - Encouraging content teachers and TA teachers to help students with daily 
organization of materials. 

2. Assignment Notebook - Teachers are building time into class to write down homework (or 
write down ‘no homework’), and TA teachers will follow up with students. 

3. Communication - The DHMS staff are focused on efforts to communicate with parents 
consistently, and encourage parents to check their student’s assignment notebook daily as 
well as ParentVUE/StudentVUE. 

4. Safety - DHMS staff is working with students to walk in the DHMS hallways to stay safe and 
use positive language. 

• Parents shared that student emails to teachers are not always answered by staff; Ellen will send a 
follow-up email to teachers to reinforce the focus on communication. 

• Patty encouraged parents to sit together with their student(s) at least once a week to go through the 
online ParentVUE Gradebook, and walked through how to look at student grades and individual 
classes to view specific assignments. 

• Teachers do list 0% grades to help remind students to turn in assignments, but may go back at the 
end of the grading period to adjust grades as needed. 

• Some teachers may use different weights for various grading categories, which may also be checked 
in ParentVUE. 

• Parents are encouraged to help students set up a good routine for both doing and recording 
homework, including checking off assignments when done, writing down when to study for tests, and 
other activities outside of the school day (i.e. soccer practice), as well as staying organized (i.e. 
‘launch pad’ to charge iPad nightly, check supplies, etc.) 

• Ellen confirmed that DHMS has made a commitment for all teachers to use the Class Websites 
section of ParentVUE (not consistent for all classes today).  Parents requested that teachers include 
the format of how teachers would like to have homework submitted. 

• Canvas is a separate tool from ParentVUE/StudentVUE. Assignments may be posted in Canvas, or 
hard copies may be given in class. 

• Parents do not currently have access to Canvas, but can use student IDs and logins to access. APS 
has said that Canvas for parents is in the works. Teachers are continuing to work to become more 
familiar with Canvas as well. 

• Patty reminded parents that kids should begin to advocate for themselves in middle school, and 
students can email teachers directly with any questions.  

• Recommended Book: Homework Made Simple by Ann Dolin 
• Patty reminded parents that ‘we’re all in this together,’ and emails to teachers are always welcome. 
• The DHMS staff is continuing to look at options for teaching study skills to students, whether during 

Phoenix learning time or other homework seminars with students. 

III. Approval of October 2019 Meeting Minutes (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President) 
• VOTE: The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the October 15th, 2019 DHMS PTSA meeting 

minutes. 
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IV. Treasurer’s Report (Dan Lyons, DHMS PTSA Treasurer) 
• Dan shared that the DHMS budget is in a good position so far for this year, and there have been no 

changes made to the budget since last month. 
• Dan walked through the budget summary as of 10/31 and let parents know that the numbers will be 

updated with additional no-frills donations and the recent teacher grants. 

V. Officer Reports & Discussion 
• President’s Report 

• Phoenix Fund Update - The DHMS PTSA has raised just over $25,700 to date with the target to 
wrap up by November 26th. 

• Phoenix Fund newsletter currently has over 400 subscribers. 
• PTSA Directory is targeted to launch by next week. 
• The DHMS Book Fair is scheduled for the week of 12/9-12/13 led by DHMS Librarian Jenny 

Shanker; look for a volunteer sign-up after Thanksgiving. 
• National PTA Grants - the PTSA has won two grants this year, one for a STEM + Families Festival 

and another to host a SmartTalk Internet Safety event.  Stay tuned for dates (targeting February-
March). Contact Debbie if interested in helping with one or both of these events. 

• APS Updates - Debbie reminded parents to submit feedback on the current APS Engage surveys: 
2020-21 APS Calendar (due 11/22), Elementary School Boundary Process (due 11/24), and 
Search for APS Chief Diversity Officer (due by 12/2). 

• November is National PTA Healthy Lifestyles Month.  Thanks to Debbie for providing healthy 
snacks for the PTSA meeting! 

• 2020-21 APS Calendar Feedback 
• Of the three options APS has proposed, two options start before Labor Day.  
• Parents shared that they feel it is too late to adjust the start date at this point in the year. 

Could look to re-evaluate for the 2021-22 school year. 
• Parents also shared that having a long weekend over Labor Day makes it a challenge to start 

the year earlier when there is a four day weekend to plan for right away. 
• For working parents, some shared that it could be helpful to have school start earlier when 

there is a lack of camps for kids late in the summer. 
• Parents asked why there isn’t a middle option to start the last week of August (8/31). It does 

appear that APS is looking to align with the Fairfax schedule. 
• There is a very late end date to the school year (6/25) by starting after Labor Day, and 

teachers have shared that SOLs are complete a couple weeks before then. AP exam dates 
are fixed nationally, and held in early May. 

• Feedback on the two week holiday break is that some families like to travel during that time. 
Some parents also shared that having that time to regroup is important for students, 
especially as they get older.  Others feel that two weeks is more time than needed. 

• VP Programs 
• Classroom Grants - the first round of grants has been completed; over $4500 in grants were 

awarded. 
• Reflections - winners will be honored at the December PTSA meeting. 
• Science Fair - coming up in January; Any parents or high schoolers who are interested in serving 

as judges should contact Angela. 
• Gift Cards for Phoenix Families - Debbie is collecting gift cards to support DHMS families in need 

over the Thanksgiving and holiday breaks. 
• School Picture make-up day is scheduled for Thursday, 11/21. Parents are having challenges 

signing up as well as accessing their digital download images. Strawbridge Studios does not do 
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image proofs, which was not well communicated. Parents can pick up a paper form in the office, 
and may also still purchase photo packages, and may get a refund if they do not like the pictures. 

• The DHMS PTSA board will discuss alternate options for school pictures for next year. 

• VP Community  
• Welcoming New DHMS Families - Heidi shared an overview of how DHMS is setting up a 

welcome package for new students who join mid-year. Any parents interested in serving as a 
point person for questions should contact Heidi. 

• Community Outreach discussions are underway, and parents may contact Heidi if interested in 
helping out. 

• The DHMS Historic Commemoration event is coming up on February 2nd. Please reach out to 
Heidi with any ideas or to get more involved. 

• Thank you to all parents who attended the SER social event this week - a great turnout and 
parents appreciated being able to socialize with fellow DHMS families. 

VI. Announcements 
• Picture Retake Day - Thursday, Nov. 21st 
• 6th Grade Middle School 101 Chat - Friday, Nov. 22nd 9:15am 
• Donate to Phoenix Fund by November 26th! 
• NO SCHOOL (Thanksgiving Break) - Nov. 27th-29th 
• 8th Grade Coffee - Friday, Dec. 6th 7:45am 
• Book Fair - Monday, Dec. 9th-Friday, Dec. 13th 
• December PTSA Meeting - Tuesday, Dec. 10th 6:30pm (Reflections Reception and Awards) 
• EARLY RELEASE - Wednesday, Dec. 11th 
• DHMS Winter Band Concert - Wednesday, Dec. 11th 
• NO SCHOOL (Holiday Break) - Dec. 23rd-Jan. 3rd 

The meeting adjourned at 8:12pm.

Page  of 3 3


