DHMS

Dorothy Hamm Middle School
DHMS PTSA General Membership Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, December 10th, 2019 6:30pm

VL.

Welcome & Introductions (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President)
» Debbie welcomed all parents in attendance as well as all of the Reflections participants.

Program: Reflections Awards
+ DHMS Reflections Chair Alex Voigt and DHMS Teacher Sally Donnelly announced all of the DHMS
Reflections contest winners and presented each of them with certificates.
+ DHMS had entries in the visual arts, photography and literature categories, and all performed well at
the county level
» Congratulations to all DHMS Award Recipients:
» Literature Category:
* OQutstanding Award - Evelyn Scally
» Excellence Award - Avin Solemaninejad
*  Merit Award - Elizabeth Adams
* Visual Arts Category:
*  OQutstanding Award - Maya Bayat
»  Excellence Award - Avin Solemaninejad
*  Merit Award - Kate Runyon
*  Merit Award.- Alexis Liebert
*  Merit Award - Graham Buck
»  Photography Category:
» Outstanding Award - Anna Brodsky
* Excellence Award - Tessa Baj
*  Merit Award - Avin Solemaninejad
*  Merit Award - Michael Servidio
» Congratulations to all of the DHMS Outstanding Award winners who moved onto the County level.
* And congratulations to Anna Brodsky who is moving onto the district level for photography.

Approval of November 2019 Meeting Minutes (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President)
*  VOTE: The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the November 19th, 2019 DHMS PTSA
meeting minutes.

ACI Representative Report (Susan Newton)

» Susan shared an overview of ACI, and requested feedback from parents on current initiatives in APS.

» Parents can send any feedback to the DHMS Email Address

»  Susan asked for input specifically about the draft APS Equity and Inclusion Policy. The best way to
send feedback is via APS Engage at engage@apsva.us.

Treasurer’s Report (Dan Lyons, DHMS PTSA Treasurer)
+ Dan was unable to attend, so Debbie walked through the budget summary as of 11/30, and shared
that we have met our No-Frills fundraising goal, so we are in great shape heading into the new year.

Officer Reports & Discussion
*  President’s Report
«  Phoenix Fund Update - met our goal of $30,000!
» Directory - the online directory is up and running (no paper directory)
« Book Fair - ongoing this week; please remember teacher wish lists. Will be open Wednesday and
Thursday night. Students are visiting the book fair during Reading and English classes.
* National PTA Grants
+ STEM + Families Science Festival
* SmartTalk Conversation about Internet Safety
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Upcoming initiatives next year include Dining Nights, a new DHMS wall mural, new family
welcome gift bags, outreach with local businesses, and showing of the movie Most Likely to
Succeed. Parents are encouraged to contact Debbie with any other ideas.

* VP Programs

Committee Chairs are needed for the Beautification Committee, National PTA Grant Events,
Hospitality Committee, and Parent Education Events.

Donations: Check the Phoenix Post for ways parents can support donations to the DHMS
community

Volunteers are needed for the Book Fair, 8th Grade Authors event, and the Science Fair.

* VP Community

Volunteers are needed to plan the DHMS Historical Commemoration Event. An introductory
planning meeting will be held Monday, 12/16 at 5:00pm (February 2nd is the anniversary; event
will be held around this date).

Parents asked about grade-wide social events; DHMS staff will be discussing ideas with students,
whether as part of 8th grade promotion or other end of year activities. All three grades will be
given PTSA funds as part of the classroom grants program.

Next Thursday, 12/19 the 6th grade will have a social event at the end of the day in the gym.

Announcements

* Book Fair - Dec. 9-13

* EARLY RELEASE - Dec. 11

*  DHMS Winter Band Concert - Dec. 11

»  8th Grade Authors Event — Dec. 12

*  DHMS Orchestra Concert - Dec. 16

DHMS Chorus Concert - Dec. 18

*  NO SCHOOL - Winter Break - Dec. 23-Jan. 3
* FIRST DAY BACK IN 2020 - Jan. 6

« EARLY RELEASE - Jan. 15

* DHMS Science Fair - Jan. 16 from 5:30-8:00 pm
+  NO SCHOOL - MLK Jr. Holiday - Jan. 20

» Last Day of Second Marking Period - Jan. 30
*  NO SCHOOL - Grade Prep - Jan. 31

The meeting adjourned at 7:06pm.

Post-Meeting Group Activity: Parents and students wrote thank you notes for DHMS teachers and staff.
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