
 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School 

DHMS PTSA General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 11th, 2020 6:30pm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I. Welcome & Introductions (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President) 
• Debbie welcomed all parents in attendance. 

II. Approval of December 2019 Meeting Minutes (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President) 
• VOTE: The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the December 10th, 2019 DHMS PTSA 

meeting minutes. 

III. Principal’s Report (Ellen Smith, DHMS Principal) 
• Laurel Cerrud, DHMS Assistant Principal, provided an update in Ellen’s absence. 
• Construction: more outside construction as well as additional lighting installation is underway. 
• Traffic: reminder to parents not to drop students off near stop signs or near the front loop where 

buses access the driveway, but to use the Kiss & Drop location for drop-off. 
• Events: Encore performed a desegregation show for students on February 4th. Additional initiatives 

are underway for Black History Month, including an event coming up on February 26th. 
• Sports Teams: The boys basketball team is doing great, and a new wrestling team has started as 

well. The DHMS cheerleaders have new uniforms, and are generating a lot of school spirit. 
• Parent-teacher conferences are coming up next month; spring conferences will be arena-style on 

Thursday, 3/5 (evening) and Friday, 3/6 (morning). 

IV. Treasurer’s Report (Dan Lyons, DHMS PTSA Treasurer) 
• Dan provided an overview of the current DHMS budget, which includes the National PTA grants. 

Additional classroom grants are planned for this spring. 
• We may vote on an updated budget for 2019-20 based on some spending updates (i.e. spirit wear). 

V. Officer Reports & Discussion 
• President’s Report 

• Upcoming Events: SmartTalk Conversation on 2/19, Shake Shack Dining Night on 3/4 (make sure 
to mention DHMS), and more events planned for spring 2020. 

• The Online Directory is available for all parents who have opted in through APS ParentVUE. 
• The APS Your Voice Matters Survey is available through 2/28; it is sent to one email address per 

family, so reach out if you would like the survey mailed to a different individual. 

• VP Programs 
• Snack Attack for teachers is coming up in March. 
• Classroom Grants - an additional round is planned for spring 2020. 
• Volunteers Needed: STEM + Families Science Festival Lead, Hospitality Chair, and Parent 

Eduction Events Chair. Interested parents should contact Angela Huskey. 

• VP Community  
• Volunteers are needed for the end of year 8th grade party; parents may contact Heidi Gibson if 

interested in helping out. 

VI. Program: Substance Abuse and Second Chance Program (Siobhan Bowler, DHMS Substance Abuse 
Counselor) 
• Siobhan provided an overview of the APS Substance Abuse Counseling Services, including 

prevention programs and early intervention services. 
• Siobhan talked through how Juul can lead to other drugs, and reviewed the program’s role in referring 

students to treatment. 
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• The Second Chance Substance Abuse Education Program is owned and managed by APS, but 
outsourced to Impel. Students are referred to this diversion program and attend for three consecutive 
days during school hours. 

• Tim Jenkins, a 2012 W-L HS graduate, shared his story of drug and alcohol abuse, treatment and 
recovery.  Tim’s mom, Tish, also shared her experiences as a parent, including Al-Anon and 
discussion on alcoholism as a disease.  Parents followed up with questions to Tim and his mom, 
related to their personal experiences, access to drugs/alcohol, how schools can support students, 
and how to teach and talk with kids about these topics. 

VII. Announcements/Important Dates 
• EARLY RELEASE – Feb. 12 
• The Smart Talk Conversation – Feb. 19 at 6:30 pm 
• DHMS Desegregation Event – Feb. 26 
• DHMS Musical – Feb. 28 and 29 at 7 pm and March 1 at 2 pm 
• DHMS Dines Out! Shake Shack – March 4 from 11 am to 9 pm 
• Parent-Teacher Conferences – March 5 and 6 
• NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS – March 6 
• March PTSA Meeting – March 10 at 6:30 pm 
• EARLY RELEASE – March 11 
• Winter Snack Attack for Teachers and Staff – March 11 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.
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