
 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School 

DHMS PTSA General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 10th, 2020 6:30pm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I. Welcome & Introductions (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President) 
• Debbie welcomed all parents in attendance. 

II. Approval of February 2020 Meeting Minutes (Debbie Pearson, DHMS PTSA President) 
• VOTE: The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the February 11th, 2020 DHMS PTSA 

meeting minutes. 

III. Principal’s Report (Ellen Smith, DHMS Principal) 
• Ellen thanked parents who attended last week’s arena-style conferences.  Attendance was on the low 

side. Parents will be able to share feedback in an upcoming survey. 
• Construction is scheduled for Vacation Lane, so traffic will be difficult in the near-term. Ellen reminded 

parents to use the designated drop-off spots for safety of the kids.  
• The DHMS addition is making great progress; the interior is nearing completion while the exterior still 

has work to complete. Students won’t use the new space until next fall. 
• APS is continuing to send updates on coronavirus; all teachers have updated Canvas so that learning 

can continue in the case that school closes. Fairfax has published a rolling schedule, and the hope is 
that APS will follow a similar process. The DHMS custodial staff is focused on additional cleaning and 
sanitizing of all surfaces. 

IV. Treasurer’s Report (Dan Lyons, DHMS PTSA Treasurer) 
• Debbie shared that we are doing well with our 2019-20 DHMS PTSA Budget. As of the end of 

January, we have raised $15K more than planned. 
• VOTE: The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the following updates to the DHMS PTSA 

Budget for 2019-20: 
• Additional income from the National PTA Grants: $1000 for Smart Talk and $1250 for the 

STEM + Families Science Festival 
• Additional $1000 funding expense for Classroom Grants 
• Additional $1000 funding expense for Summer School Scholarships  

V. Officer Reports & Discussion 
• President’s Report 

• VOTE: The DHMS PTSA membership voted to approve the DHMS PTSA Nominating Committee 
members for the 2020-21 Executive Board elections: Holly Tennant Billy, Jen Thompson, and 
Patrice Brown. 

• ACI Report 
• Susan Newton shared the highlights of the proposed needs-based APS Budget for next year, 

which has a deficit of $27.5M.  She shared some of the external driving factors, including teacher 
salaries and increasing enrollment, and an overview of the DOJ Settlement Agreement impacting 
staffing for EL and SPED. Parents can advocate to the County Board for additional funding, and 
the APS webpage has details on the complete budget and upcoming work sessions. 

• VP Programs 
• We need more donations for the Spring Feast for Teachers & Staff tomorrow, March 11th. 
• Upcoming movie event: “Most Likely to Succeed” on March 28th at 10:00am 
• Classroom Grants are underway for spring 2020 
• Coming soon: Donations for garage sale items for teachers 
• Need parent volunteers to help out with planning for 8th Grade Casino Night 
• Look for more information coming soon about volunteering at the STEM + Families Science 

Festival on April 22nd 
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VI. Announcements/Important Dates 
• EARLY RELEASE – March 11 
• Spring Feast for Teachers and Staff – March 11 
• March 28 – “Most Likely to Succeed” movie – viewing and discussion, 10 am in DHMS auditorium 
• April 1 - DHMS Dines Out! Cowboy Café, 11 am to 10 pm 
• April 6-10 - NO SCHOOL - SPRING BREAK 
• April 13 - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS - GRADE PREP DAY 
• April 14 – “School Refusal and School Anxiety” – video and discussion, 6:30 pm in DHMS Cafeteria 
• April 22 - STEM + Families Science Festival, tentative time 6:30 pm in DHMS Gym and Cafeteria 
• April 30 – DHMS PTSA Parent Social, 7-9 pm at SER Restaurant 

VII. Program: Project PEACE (Candice Lopez, Project PEACE Coordinator) 
• Candice shared an overview of Project PEACE, which is a county-wide program focused on 

Addressing Sexual and Domestic Violence with Coordinated Response. 
• She presented on Healthy Relationships and Consent, including resources where people can go with 

questions or concerns. 
• Candice shared the highlights of healthy relationships, including healthy communication, healthy 

boundaries, and healthy (and unhealthy) behaviors. 
• She also talked about sexual assault vs. sexual harassment, including the APS Title IX policy, and 

talking to kids about “sexting” or “sending nudes” and pornography. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm.
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