
Testing Information



Testing We Will Cover Today

1) NWEA Map Growth Tests

2) Standards of Learning Tests (SOL)

3) Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT)

4) Access Test for English Learners





● Make sure your child gets good night’s sleep, eats a 
healthy breakfast, and arrives on time.

● Send your child with a fully charged iPad, water bottle, 
and book to read on testing days.

● MAP and SOL tests are untimed.  Remind your child that 
they can take restroom, water, and snack breaks.

● Students can take practice SOL Tests. 

Tips for Parents

https://va8.testnav.com/client/index.html


Required Virginia State Tests
Fall VGA/MAP Tests 
● Reading 
● Math 

Winter VGA/MAP 
Tests 
● Reading 
● Math 

Spring SOL Tests 
● Reading
● Math 
● Grade 7 Civics
● Grade 8 Science
● Grade 8 Integrated Reading & Writing
● Grade 8 World Geography - APS uses 

project-based assessment not test
*Algebra 1, Geometry, and World Geography SOLs can 
provide a verified credit for high school graduation.



In 2021, the Virginia General Assembly passed legislation (HB2027 
and SB1357) that requires the administration of beginning of year 
and mid-year growth assessments in reading and mathematics to 
students in grades 3-8 courses.

In 2024, the Virginia General Assembly passed legislation (SB345 
and HB1076) that permits school boards to administer alternative 
assessments in lieu of the Virginia Growth Assessments (VGA) 
during the 2024-2026 school years. APS is administering the 
NWEA MAP Growth assessments in lieu of the VGAs.

Why Do We Administer VGA Tests?

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=212&typ=bil&val=HB2027
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=212&typ=bil&val=SB1357
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+ful+CHAP0122
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1076


NWEA MAP Growth Assessments
APS administers the NWEA MAP Growth tests in reading & math to 
students in grades 6-8 three times per year. All students take the reading 
assessment.  All students (except those in Geometry classes) take the 
math assessment.

APS administers these tests:
1) To provide teachers with data about student’s learning needs so that 

they can plan appropriate lessons for classes and individual students
2) To measure how a student’s reading and math skills are developing
3) To see how a student is doing compared to national norms
4) To predict whether a student is on track to pass the end-of-year SOLs





Why Do We Administer SOL Tests?
The Federal Every Student Succeeds Act requires that school divisions 
assess students
● Annually in Reading and Mathematics in grades 3-8
● One time in Science at the elementary & middle school levels

Virginia’s Standards of School Accreditation require that school divisions 
assess students 

● Annually in Reading and Mathematics in grades 3-8 
● One time in History and Science at elementary & middle school levels
● One time in Writing at the middle school level

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114s1177enr/pdf/BILLS-114s1177enr.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/section30/


SOL Score Reports



Interpreting SOL Results

Below 375: Student did not demonstrate proficiency.

375-399: Student did not demonstrate proficiency but can retake test.

400-499: Student demonstrated proficiency.

500-600:  Student demonstrated advanced proficiency.



● In APS, the CogAT is administered to all students one time in grades 
2-8. At DHMS, it is only given to students who do not have a previous 
CogAT score. 

● There are three primary reasons APS administers this test.
1. To guide efforts to adapt instruction to the needs and abilities of 

students.
2. To provide a measure of each student’s level of cognitive 

development that captures important information not represented in 
school grades or in other measures of school achievement.

3. To identify students whose predicted levels of achievement are 
markedly different from their observed levels of achievement.

Cognitive Abilities Test



Cognitive Abilities Test
The CogAT provides a snapshot of your child’s reasoning and 
problem-solving abilities in the following three areas:

● Verbal: assesses a student's ability to use search, retrieval, and 
comparison processes that are essential for verbal reasoning 

● Quantitative: assesses a student’s ability to reason about patterns 
and relationships using concepts that are essential in quantitative 
thinking

● Nonverbal: assesses a student’s ability to reason with questions 
that use spatial and figural content. 



CogAT Score Report



Interpreting CogAT Scores
● A student who scores 100 is scoring in the range 

typically observed for students of his/her age.

● A student who scores 120 or above (on any section or 
compositely) is referred for screening for gifted services.

● Additional Parent Resources: 
Go to RiversideInsights.com to see what your child’s 
ability profile means.  (Ron Weasley’s was 5A.)
CogAT Ability Profile Finder

https://riversideinsights.com/citc/profile-finder


● EL students take the Access English language 
proficiency test each February to monitor their language 
development for appropriate program placement.

● The test has four sections: Reading, Listening, Speaking, 
and Writing.

● If a student receives an overall score of 4.4 or above, 
they are considered proficient in English.

Access Test for English Learners



Accessing Score Reports in ParentVue

Sign in to ParentVUE

On toolbar on left side of screen

Click on “Documents” or “Test History” to 

see scores and reports.

https://va-arl-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login_Parent.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True


Testing Score Reports
● Score reports are posted to ParentVue 2-3 weeks after 

each testing window ends.

● The school uses the data to analyze trends at the school, 
grade, and classrooms levels.

● Each score report provides one data point about a student.  
The school uses these data points along with other 
information to help tailor instruction & to recommend 
appropriate class placement.



DHMS Staff Contacts for Testing

Regina Boyd: Advanced Academics Coach, regina.boyd@apsva.us

Sally Donnelly: Reading Coach, sally.donnelly@apsva.us

Sabrina McManus: Math Coach, sabrina.mcmanus@apsva.us

Poorvi Shah: Testing Coordinator, poorvi.shah@apsva.us



Final Thoughts

At DHMS, we strive to cultivate a positive and purposeful 
assessment experience for all DHMS students while ensuring 
compliance with federal, state, and local guidelines.

We look forward to working with parents to make this possible.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any questions or 
concerns.

Thank you for joining us today!


